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Four Centuries Back
In the 15th and i6th century, shipbuilding was a prominent industry along the banks of the River Hull in England. The woodworkers of that period were all members of their respective guilds, three of which were in active existence at that time. The Shipwrights' Guild whose members built the house, and the Joiners' Guild, whose members worked on furniture, cabinet work, and other of the finer parts of wood-working.
During the bitter cold months of winter the shipwrights could not work in the yards and they frequently endeavored to do some carpentry work.
During the fall months the carpenters were frequently idle and endeavored to work in the shipyards; and, at various time, the joiners endeavored to do some of the shipwrights' work in the interior of the ship after the hold had been completed and the decks boarded over.
Their jurisdictional disputes led to violent encounters and the records of the River Hull Guilds are filled with interesting-examples of the methods adopted, the by-laws enacted and the instructions given to committees, all aiming to give that particular guild advantage over the others in its ) lirisdictional dispute.
There was no federation of guilds, enabling the quarreling factions to come under the influence of others- whose only desire was to find a wise solution of the jurisdictional problem.
One of the interesting examples of jurisdictional disputes among English workers arose from a quarrel between the Cord-wainers' Guild (shoemakers) and the Cobblers' Guild (shoe-menders) of London in the latter part of the I4th century.
The Cordwainers' Guild claimed jurisdiction over the making and mending of all shoes. The municipal records of ancient London contain several -references of the methods by which this jurisdictional dispute, was carried out.
Strong-Arm Methods
Among other efforts to gain supremacy, the wardens of the Cordwainers' Guild, who evidently acted as strong-arm business agents, visited the cobblers' shops, beat up the cobblers, broke their stools and benches, destroyed their little stocks of leather and appropriated their tools.
In the summer of 1395, while the King was making a formal entry into London, the officers of the Coblers' Guild presented